
This section covers an introductory overview of the publication project, “Lotus Sutra 
Manuscript Series,” which has been carried out by the Institute of Oriental 
Philosophy at the request of the Soka Gakkai. (The project later became a joint 
undertaking shared by the two institutions.) 
   The article includes: “Purpose of the Publication,” “Three Lineages of Sanskrit 
Lotus Sutra Manuscripts,” “Three Academic Achievements of the Lotus Sutra 
Manuscript Series,” “A Long-term Perspective,” and “Overview of the Lotus Sutra 
Manuscript Series.” The last portion, “Overview,” refers to each item’s contents, 
background, significance, and type of publication.
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Overview of the Lotus Sutra Manuscript Series
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Utilizing the latest photo-technology and printing expertise, the color facsimile 

editions of this series have been produced in cooperation with institutions that maintain 

the manuscripts. In this sense, the first requirement has been fulfilled.
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Melikawat ruins, once prosperous as a city in the kingdom of Khotan

A suburb of Kashgar


